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The night was almost over, but in the meadow,
it was still quite dark, and there was almost no sound.

If you listened carefully, though, you could just make out the
quiet murmur of the wind rustling through the sleeping trees.

Then, all at once, the edge of the
sun appeared over the horizon...

...and all the meadow-
birds came out to sing.
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Down on the edge of the wide, green meadow stood a farm with a big red barn and a little white chicken coop.
And inside the chicken coop lived Mother Hen, who was just beginning to stir from her sleep as the warm rays
of the sun and the beautiful morning song of the meadow-birds came drifting in through her window.
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NARR. :
As she listened to the birds' singing, Mother Hen waited patiently on her nest, keeping her seven eggs warm.  Six of them
were beautiful – large and smooth.  The last little egg, however, was different.  It was small and splotchy and didn't look
very promising.  Mother Hen yawned, ruffled her feathers, and had almost fallen back asleep, when suddenly,
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Little beaks were poking through the shells!  She could see little feet and little eyes peeking
out from under her.  The eggs were finally hatching!
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






   
(con sord.)

p

 

    


cresc.




f ff


f




f




Triangle

mf

 



f




ff



3 3 3 3




 sempre



sfz

 





                                  

    

                             

        
                          

                                 


    

          
      

                           

                   

           

 
            

        

         
  

  
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Fl.
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(2+3)

57

Narr.

Fl.

Tpt.

Va.

Perc.

Pf.
















































f




p



 

  l.v. 


 

f


3 3





 f 








When the hatching stopped, Mother Hen counted the fuzzy, yellow chicks.  "One, two, three, four, five, six....  Six?!"


f mp molto sost. 3


f

via sord.  


f


mp molto sost. 3

   


f

 

sub. p, sempre leggiero

3 3


f



sempre

3 3

    
               

                        

                       

     

    
                 

  
            


             

   

             

                

              
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63
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Where was the last little chick?  Anxiously, she picked through the nest.  The small, splotchy egg was still hatching!



   



   




 

  


3



 
senza sord.

mp 3


3 cresc.

   




 

              

                

              

              

       

          

            

              

              
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70

Narr.

Fl.

Tpt.

Va.

Perc.

Pf.








































f


ff5

 
f senza dim.


3


ff

   Med. Susp. Cymb.

p f

l.v. 


cresc. molto


ff


 

 
 

 

   
       And then,
the last little chick
     popped out.


cresc. fff f ff




sfzp e cresc. poco a poco f ff




cresc. fff


f ff




Bass Drum

f
 

Small Susp. Cymbal,
struck with drumstick

f





sub. mf,
cresc. fff fff




 sffz





  



                              

          

       
               

 

                       

        



     

                           
   

               

                                  

      
                   

 

   


                      

8









(l'istesso tempo)75

Easy, laid-back swing

 q = ca. 126

Narr.

Fl.

Va.

Pf.

78

Narr.

Va.

Pf.

84

Va.

Pf.

                   Mother Hen smiled.  "And you, Little Chick, make 'number seven'!"

Little Chick blinked twice and stretched her wings out wide.  Everyone could see she was
quite a bit smaller than the others.  And she wasn't the same bright yellow color, either –
she was more of a streaky brown, with black and white flecks.  But none of that made any
difference to Mother Hen, who drew all her chicks around her to keep them safe and warm.




pp

 


pizz.

p

 
arco

mp


pp


 



NARR. :

Life on the farm was good for the chicks.  Mother Hen took good care of them, and they grew quickly – all except
Little Chick.  While her brothers and sisters became taller, yellower, and fluffier, she remained small, brown, and sleek.
When the chicks were old enough to go outside by themselves, Mother Hen gathered them around her and gave them
careful instructions.  "Now, chicks, you may go outside and play in the barnyard, but you must follow these rules carefully:
stay close to the chicken coop, leave the piglets alone, and never, ever, go near the farmhouse!  For Farmer Jones has a
villainous cat named Mephistopheles, with sharp claws and a quick pounce.  Remember, it's very hard to escape a cat,
because chickens cannot fly!  Run home at the first sign of trouble."   
      

                                                                     [continues on top of next page]

  




p


 ad lib.


mf cresc.

 
mp p

cresc.

      

           

    

  

     
  

                        
   

 
  

  



   
 

  
  




  

 


 

  






 




 



 

 
 




 





                                     
   

 
  


  


 


 
 


 
    

 
 

   


 

 
         

        
   
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